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The Portable Construction Training Center was conceived for
the Venice Community Housing Corporation, an organization
founded with the mission to develop and maintain permanently
affordable housing for disadvantaged and low-income individu-
als. This non-profit organization affords an opportunity for their
student trainees to learn construction skills and in turn apply
their skills to needed projects. The 14 x 65 foot PCTC is a hands-
on classroom used as the focal point in this construction train-
ing process. The PCTC allows space for the four basic con-
struction trades: plumbing, painting and plaster repair, carpen-
try, and electrical.

The design concept encourages visual connections between
apprentice and teacher. There is a 14 x 14 foot meeting space at

the PCTC'’s threshold that exhibits construction example boards,
and provides a well-lit location to gather between building ses-
sions. Like a large porch, one entire length of the trailer folds
open to reveal interior independent workstations. This creates a
catwalk for the teachers which facilitates inspection and inter-
action.

In this 90 degree position, the operable translucent panels
give shade and regulate the natural flow of hot and cool air.
Additionally, the far end of the PCTC folds open to provide a
wood shop, where tools can be disengaged to roll outside be-
yond the parameter of the trailer. Portable, flexible, and oper-
able, the PCTC is a symbol for alternative construction tech-
niques and provides a place to teach them.
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Project Credit List
Principals: Jennifer Siegal of
Office of Mobile Design
Larry Scarpa of Pugh + Scarpa

Project Team:  Alex Arias
Thomas Cohen
Guillermo Delgadillo
Maurice Ghattas
Han Hoang
Chayanon Jomvinya
Thao Nguyen
Jose Olmos
James Popp
Phung Thong
Juan Uehara

Assistants: Wendy Bone
Robert Chambliss
Steve Clare
Ezell Edmond
Ann Murphy
Gary Windish

Project Consultants:

Structural Engineer: Gwynne Pugh

Photographer: Benny Chan

Donors: CBM Building Materials
Industrial Metal Supply

Re-Sets, Burbank, CA
Salvation Army, Westwood, CA




